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the population is almost entirely Chinese it has been administered
always as an English Crown Colony. The seaborne trade of China
has been extensive for centuries but it is a coastwise trade of junks
and the vast trade of Canton depended on ocean terminals in the
hands of foreigners. For two hundred years the Portuguese colony
of Macao handled this ocean trade but by the close of the nineteenth
century Macao had been supplanted by Hongkong.
Canton means "the City of Rams", and it is said that a very long
time ago five genii rode into the place mounted on rams, each of
which carried in its mouth a sheaf of corn. "May famine and death
never enter your markets!" cried the genii and, with this unsolicited
blessing, vanished. The five rams, very sensibly, turned to stone
and now reside in The Temple of the Five Genii. In comparison
with many Chinese cities Canton has suffered little from famine;
but death, hi more violent forms, has often entered her markets.
For more than three centuries this city was the only one in China
which foreigners were allowed to visit for trading; and, although
they were obliged to retreat to Macao for the winter months when
no trade was done, the foreign influence may account, in part, for
the enterprise and vigour of the Cantonese compared with the
Chinese of the north and the Yangtze valley.
It is possible Tai-cheong visited Canton when he was a boy in
Cboyhung but, as far as we know, he saw it for the first time when
he went, hi 1886, with his letter of introduction to Dr. Kerr. Later
the City of Rams was to hear much of Sun Yat-sen and to become
closely associated with his name, so that its citizens, today, claim
him as their particular hero.
Dr. Kerr had a number of young Chinese working and studying
in his hospital, and there Tai-cheong renewed his friendship with
Lu Hao-tung, his "doctrinal friend". Lu had gone from Choyhung
to Shanghai and become acquainted with another young man, named
Cheng Shih-liang. Cheng was the son of a wealthy merchant, who
is said to have been despoiled by an unscrupulous mandarin and to
have died as a result of his misfortune, Lu and Cheng then moved
south and became students of Dr. Kerr.
The year Sun spent in Canton with his "doctrinal friend" and
Cheng is of great importance, for the young men discussed politics,
and Cheng's hatred of officialdom flamed the already smouldering
discontent of Sun and Lu at the misrule of the Manchu regime.
Students, everywhere, are apt to have drastic poEtical views but in
China, where the great respect for learning adds to the importance